
Living Up to Our Name 

 

To the Hebrews a name was not a label, or a tool to distinguish one person from another –  a 

person’s name was viewed as being equivalent to the person themselves (ontological reality). A 

person’s name signified their person, worth, character, reputation, authority, will, and ownership.  In 

Revelation 3:4 it is said that there were “a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their 

garments….”  The reference is to the people in Sardis, but they are called “names.”  Proverbs says 

“the name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous run to it and are safe” (Proverbs 18:10).  The 

point here is that the Lord Himself is a strong tower. 

 Speaking and writing “in the name” signified authority (Exodus 5:23; I Kings 21:8); naming 

something indicated one’s ownership of that person/thing (Genesis 1:5, 8, 10; 2:19-20; II Samuel 

12:28; Amos 9:12); acting in someone’s name was to represent them (Deuteronomy 25:6); one’s 

name signified their reputation (Mark 6:14; Revelation 3:1), and their character (Ecclesiastes 7:1; 

Matthew 6:9); to blot out someone’s name was to destroy that person (Deuteronomy 9:14; II Kings 

14:27; Isaiah 14:22; Revelation 3:5); to forget God’s name was equivalent to departing from Him 

(Jeremiah 23:37).  Ultimately, Christ manifested the Father’s name to us, meaning that He has made 

His person known to humanity (John 17:26). 

 In Acts 4:7 the Sanhedrin asked Peter and John concerning the healing of the lame man, “By 

what power, or by what name, have you done this?”  The response was that it was done by the name 

of Jesus Christ (v.10).  Likewise, when the apostles said, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth 

rise up and walk” (3:6), they did not mean that the phrase itself had any inherent power.  It was not a 

magical formula.  It was their faith in the person of Jesus Christ that healed the man (Acts 3:16).  In 

other words, the knowledge of the name of God gives us an insight into His being.  This, then, 

facilitates a personal relationship with Him, so that by our faith in Him and by virtue of whom we 

represent when we invoke His name, we may pray and act with authority. 

 

Consider then the implications of the fact that God revealed His name to us! 

– we have been given an insight into His being; 

– we have been invited into an intimate relationship with Him; 

– we have been given the inconceivable power to pray and act with authority, since He gave 

the knowledge of Himself to those who love Him. 

 

Suggested Activity: St. Philip’s Fast (or Pilipivka) is the time of preparation for the coming of 
Christ who is the light of the world.  Cut out a candle from the construction paper for every child in 

the class and ask them to write their name on it (or you do so).  Discuss with them both the meaning 

of them being represented under the symbol of light (i.e. the fact that we too are called to be the light 

of this world since we are to be the Temple of the Holy Spirit), and also the meaning of their names.  

In additional sessions you may take excerpts from the lives of the saints pertinent to your classroom 

(based on the names of the children) and see how you can appropriate certain values of those saints 

to the child’s life who is bearing his/her name.  Besides being didactic, this activity will make every 

child feel quite special, since they will have some time dedicated only to them. 
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