
Theophany, 2007 

 

А той третій празник - 

Святе водохрестя. Радуйся! 

Ой радуйся, земле: 

Син Божий народився! 

 

 Do you recognize those words? They’re from the Ukrainian Carol “Добрий вечір 

Тобі”; it’s one of those verses that people don’t always get to. The song talks about three 

great feasts that we celebrate within two weeks. The first feast, of course, is Christmas. 

The second coincides with New Year’s Day: on January 1
st
, we really have a double 

celebration, commemorating both the Circumcision of Jesus and St. Basil the Great. 

Today’s feast is the third and last of the series, the Theophany. 

 The song calls this feast “Святе водохрестя” - the “Holy Water Baptism”. 

Water plays a very important part in the celebration of this feast. (If you don’t believe 

me, just try getting between the Holy Water font and a pious person with an empty 

bottle!) The song tells them “Rejoice!”, and so they do: they gleefully go up to the font to 

get their Holy Water, then they risk frostbitten hands to bring it home with them. Why? 

 Water is basically a tool: John used it to baptize Jesus. God uses it to show us 

where grace is working. Today’s “Jordan Water” reminds us of the water splashed on 

Jesus, Whose presence to us is the source of our joy: as the song says, “Rejoice, O earth, 

for the Son of God is Born”. The “Jordan Water” also reminds us of our own baptism, 

which for most of us took place before we could realize what was happening; the “Jordan 

Water” reminds us that the implications of our distant baptism continue up to this very 

day – namely, our membership in the community of grace which the Church is intended 

to be. Because of our baptism, we as individuals and as Church are to become “icons” of 

Christ, living our lives in such a way that people can see Christ acting in and through us. 

 We fill up our bottles and take them home with us. This is certainly the water 

which the priest will use for sprinkling our house when he makes his yearly visit. As the 

waters of Baptism are intended to transform us, likewise the water of the house blessing 

is intended to transform our homes, making them places of welcome and hospitality. And 

if our private homes are to be inviting, how much more so should this Church, our 

spiritual home, be a haven and a refuge! 

 The Theophany marks the beginning of the public life of Jesus, His ministry to a 

world full of confusion and suffering. He has passed this job down to us. May this feast 

be for us today a recommitment to our work, the work of the Church. When people look 

at us, may they remark using the words of Jesus: “The Kingdom of God is in your 

midst!” 
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