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PATRIARCHAL CATECHETICAL COMMISSION UGCC 
Ukraine – 79000 – ploscha Svyatoho Yura, 5 – t./f. (+380322) 97-13-45  

e-mail: pcc.ugcc@gmail.com 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Lviv, 27 August 2013 

Ex. No. 13/029 
 

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 

eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning 

the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to 

you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us.  We proclaim to 

you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our 

fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.  We write this to make our 

joy complete. (1 John 1, 1-4) 
 

 

Dear Fathers, Venerable Brothers and Sisters, 

Dear Catechists, Collaborators in God's Vineyard! 

 

Glory To Jesus Christ! 

 

 First of all, on behalf of the Church, I wish to sincerely congratulate all of you on 

this Catechetical Sunday, September 29, and express my heartfelt thanks for your 

dedication and devotion to the Catechetical Ministry during 2013.  This year was full of 

important church events that profoundly affected the life of our Church and each of us: 

The Year of Faith, the 1025th anniversary of the baptism of Rus'-Ukraine, and the 

dedication of the Patriarchal Cathedral in Kyiv. 

 May Christ the Teacher bless you with generous gifts, and the Holy Spirit inspire 

and instruct you with new ways of teaching and educating in faith, of proclaiming Christ 

and transmitting the faith to the next generation.  We live in a time where everything is 

changing rapidly,  especially attitudes towards religion, God, the Church and Christian 

values.  You and I are called upon and sent by the Church to proclaim Christ and his 

teachings - to evangelize and catechize.  Today we are called to share our faith and the 

spiritual wealth of  Volodymyr’s baptism. 

 I would like to share some important information and give you some guidelines 

for our Catechetical Ministry: 

 1. New Evangelism in the UGCC.  Today, the entire Church needs new 

evangelization, a new impetus to proclaim  Christ’s blessings.  The new Evangelism is a 

priority for our Church. How can we preach Christ today?  Today we are all aware of the 
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constant call of the Church to the new evangelization, to finding new methods and ways, 

and for a new approach to our catechetical ministry.  This new approach can be learned 

from Jesus Christ Himself.  By diligently contemplating Jesus Christ, by living with Him 

and in Him, through reading and hearing His words, participating in the Holy Mysteries, 

participating in liturgical worship as well as through personal and common prayer, we are 

able to learn specific new ways and methods of how to proclaim the Gospel and bear 

witness to Christ. From Jesus the Teacher we are constantly learning the art of  the Word 

and words so that we can speak to the heart of a modern person.  The new Evangelism is 

a call to each of us personally.  It should be an integral part of our families, parishes, 

eparchies. The new Evangelism is designed to awaken the life of the Church at various 

levels, especially at the parish level, as His Beatitude Sviatoslav stressed in his Pastoral 

letter "The living parish – the meeting place with the living Christ."  Our Church draws 

particular attention to the parish as a meeting place with Christ.  The single most 

important component of the parish is the Word of God and catechesis, and this 

catechetical ministry must be on all levels and for all ages.  I hope that every Catechist of 

our Church is well acquainted with the  strategy of  "The living parish – the meeting 

place of the living Christ" and is actively engaged in its implementation. 

 The Synod of bishops of our Church, which was held in Kyiv on August 11-17 of 

this year especially focused on the theme of the new Evangelization.  The new 

Evangelism requires new methods, forms and ways of communicating the faith.  The 

main recipients of the new Evangelization must be the people who are baptized but not 

participating  in the life of the Church.  Another focus of the new evangelization are non-

Christians.  In this new evangelization we manifest the missionary spirit of our Church.  

Every parish, every eparchy and exarchate in the whole world must become a missionary.  

All of our catechesis must become missionary and educate towards the missionary spirit.  

We are aware that catechesis is not only learning the truths of the faith, but it also has to 

form and nurture faith in those whom we catechize. 

 2. The Catechumenate for adults.  The Synod of bishops approved the thematic 

content of the program for the Catechumenate.  This program has two main objectives:  

the first objective is to prepare adults to the Holy Mystery of Baptism. The second is to 

help those already baptized, but who, for various reasons, have not been evangelized, 

catechized and Churched. The catechumenate program is currently being developed, and 
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within a short time will be   officially disseminated for implementation. 

 In catechizing adults today, special emphasis must be placed on the catechesis of 

families. Although we need to catechize children, special attention should be paid to 

catechizing the parents of the children we are catechizing. 

 3. The Catechism of the UGCC "Christ our Pascha".  This book must be 

required reading for everyone.  This is the official teaching of the Ukrainian Greek-

Catholic Church approved by the Synod of the UGCC in accordance with the norms of 

Canon law. 

 Do all the parents of the children we catechize have a copy of this book, and have 

they read and studied the Catechism? Are the Scriptures and the Catechism required 

reading in all of our families?  His Beatitude Sviatoslav stressed the importance of this in 

his Pastoral letter "The living parish – the meeting place with the living Christ."  In the 

catechesis of adults, the Catechism of our Church is the basic foundation, therefore let us 

use every opportunity to implement it in our lives.  It is important to read it during  

catechetical instructions, to study it, and actively apply it in catechetical activities. 

 The  Catechism of the UGCC "Christ our Pascha" is being translated into many  

languages.  It is our fervent hope that soon we will all be able to use these translations in 

our catechesis and pastoral work. 

 

 4. Catechism of the UGCC for youth 

The Synod of Bishops of the Patriarchal Catechetical Commission has created a working 

group for the implementation of this task.  The Chairman of this working group is Father 

Myron Bendika.  The first organizational meeting was held on 26 August 2013, in Lviv. 

Currently the Working Group is working on developing the thematic content for the 

Catechism for Youth, and the methodology of work on it.  We ask for your prayers for 

the success of this cause which is so important for the good of the whole Church. 

 5. The Keys to Understanding the Catechism of UGCC 

The Working Group which wrote the Catechism is currently preparing Keys to 

Understanding the Catechism of UGCC "Christ our Pascha" (compendium) for better 

learning, perception and understanding of the basic truths of the faith.  A number of 

working meetings have been held and the contents of the book have been developed.  

This book will also include a dictionary of theological terms, which are found in the 
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Catechism of the UGCC and will be explained further in the Keys to Understanding.  It is 

our hope that this book will help encourage better use of the Catechism of the UGCC 

“Christ our Pascha” in the catechetical Ministry. 

 6. UGCC’sparticipation in the  Catechetical Congress in Rome 

On 26-29 September 2013 the Vatican will host the International Catechetical Congress. 

Catechists from different countries will participate in it. The theme of the Congress is 

"The Catechist – a witness of faith".  Let us unite ourselves in prayer with all the 

catechists of our entire Church!  Our Church will be actively involved in both the 

Congress and the World pilgrimage of catechists.  We hope that the participation in the 

pilgrimage and the Congress will be a good opportunity to strengthen the unity between 

catechists and the renewal of our catechetical ministry. 

 As head of the Patriarchal Catechetical Commission, I express my heartfelt thanks 

to all the members of the Patriarchal Catechetical Commission, especially venerable 

Sister Luiza Ciupa, SNDM for her constant and tireless work in the field of catechetical 

ministry.  I am also grateful to all the chairpersons of the catechetical commissions in 

Ukraine and other places for your catechetical ministry in your eparchies and exarchies. 

The meeting of catechists which took place last year in Canada and Ukraine showed me 

that our Church has extremely dedicated and highly committed coordinators of 

catechism. May merciful God will reward you for your dedicated work. 

 

I encourage you to actively implement the strategy of  "The living parish – the 

meeting place with the living Christ”, and to attend to the initial as well as ongoing 

formation of catechists. There are before us today many challenges, but remember - God 

is with us! Do not be afraid! We have the blessing and the credibility of the Church. 

Boldly, with dedication, humility and with renewed zeal let us go forward! 

 

May God's grace guide all of you, 

 

 

+ Peter Stasiuk 

 

Head of the Patriarchal Catechetical Commission  

 


